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Recording Inked Fingerprints Lab
Forensics 352 – O’Dette

The process of recording inked fingerprints correctly is essential for law enforcement.
Process:
1. The individual (suspect) being fingerprinted:

· Stands square to the printing implements in front of them.

· Focuses straight ahead, avoiding the temptation to roll one’s own finger.

· Relaxes the hand being printed.

2. The individual (police officer) processing the inked fingerprints:

· Stands to the left of the suspect.

· Uses both hands to grasp the suspect’s hand, holding back the fingers not being printed.

· Rolls each finger separately on the paper in the same direction that it was rolled on the ink**

Inking Practice

· ink should be from the tip to just below the first joint.
· inked from one side of the nail to the other side of the nail.

· Repeat the procedure for the remaining fingers of the right hand **

· Repeat the procedure for the fingers of the left hand**

· Obtain “Contact” prints by pressing (NOT rolling) the fingers on both the ink and the card

**Thumbs are rolled toward the center of the suspect’s body while the index, middle, ring and little fingers are rolled away from the suspect’s body.
Activity:

1. Practice taking at least 2 peoples full (both hands) fingerprints on a separate sheet of scratch paper.  
2. Once you have perfected the process pick a partner who will be your suspect and take each other’s fingerprints on the fingerprint record sheet. 
3. Turn this into Mrs. O’Dette to get a formal fingerprint card.
4. With your same partner, fill out an ID card for your suspect (your partner).  Make up a fake suspect name, false social security number, sex, height, weight, eyes, and hair for your suspect.  Write your real name down as the officer taking the prints.
5. Record the fingerprints on the ID card.  
6. At the end of the lab, thoroughly clean and dry your hands.
7. Turn in your ID card for your suspect.  
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