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1. What are the three main categories of fingerprints?

2. Which of the main categories accounts for the most common types of fingerprint?

3. What can leave prints other than your fingers?

4. List 10 ridge characteristics other than deltas and be able to identify them.

5. What are the subcategories of a loop?  Whorl?  Arch?

6. What are the three TYPES of prints?  Define each.
7. How is a fingerprint formed?  What are the main components of a fingerprint?

8. Discuss superglue fuming…How it works?  When do you use it?

9. Discuss the chemical ninhydrin and its relevance to fingerprinting.

10. State the difference between a porous and non-porous surface.

11. What does AFIS stand for?

12. Describe the correct method in fingerprinting an individual.

13. Discuss how the FBI fingerprint classification numbering system works.

14. Discuss the process of iodine fuming. Why is this the preferred chemical method of visualizing prints?
15. Why is fingerprinting considered the universal method of classification?
16. Explain why a fingerprint is an INDIVIDUAL characteristic and not a CLASS characteristic.

17. What age to fingerprints first form?  How do they change over the course of an individual’s lifetime?

18. Discuss the process of lifting a print using powder.

19. Discuss some sources of error when lifting latent prints using powder.

20. What are minutiae?

