Crime Scene Processing Notes




Name ___________________

Forensics 352 – O’Dette






Date ________ Period _____

What are the top reasons for committing a crime?

What does POST stand for?

Crime Scene Team

· Team Members


-








-










-

 
-

 
-

Protect the Scene

· Duties of _____________________________ 

1. Check _____________ of scene (control threats)
2. Tend to the __________

3. _____________ witnesses and suspects
4. _________ the scene

Observe the Scene

· Initial Walk Through

· Performed by ___________________________

· Establish safe __________ through scene, no ______________ to evidence

Documentation

1.  Notes

The following should be included in notes:
2.  Photography

· Each photo must be _____________ and written down in a photo log

· No ___________ should be in any photo except a dead body (or bodies)

· Place evidence numbers to mark the ______________ of evidence
· Photos should include:

· Overall view of ________
· At various __________
· Include _________ areas

· Evidence

· Start with general photos and get more __________
· Include _________ for scale (if size is significant)

· _______________ can also be used with narration.
3.  Sketches

· Done __________ photos are taken

· Used to _______________ photos

· Rough Sketch 

· drawn at the crime scene

· contains an accurate depiction of the dimensions of the scene
· Finished Sketch 
· precise rendering of the crime scene 
· drawn to scale 
· Measurement Method – _______________
1.  Choose a _____________ point and line

2.  Locate items based on their __________ and ___________ direction in relation to reference

3. _____________ distances in a measurement reference table
· Rough Sketches MUST include:
· Final Sketches MUST include:
Search & Secure Evidence
· ____________ — basically a double-line search; effective, but time-consuming

· ________________ — best in large, outdoor scenes

· _____________________ — most effective in houses or buildings; teams are assigned small zones for searching

· _________________ — may move inward or outward; best used where there are no physical barriers

Collecting and Packing Evidence

· Only _________ individual should be the evidence collector.

· Each item must be placed in a _______________ container, sealed, and labeled with date of collection + location of evidence.

· Most fragile is collected and packaged _____________.
· If evidence is lodged in a larger structure, part of that structure should be ___________ with the evidence. 
· Items should be placed inside ____________ such as paper bags, plastic bags, canisters, packets and envelopes depending on the type and size of the evidence.

 



 *Everything must be properly logged!!!
Chain of Custody

· A written record of all people who have had ____________ of an item of evidence.  

· The collector’s initials should be placed on the ________.
· If evidence is turned over to another ____________, the transfer must be recorded.

Medical Examiner vs Coroner

· A medical examiner is a medical doctor, usually a pathologist and is appointed by the governing body of the area.  There are 400 forensic pathologists throughout the U.S.

· A coroner is an elected official who usually has no special medical training.  In four states, the coroner is a medical doctor.
Autopsy

· The body is the property of the medical examiner.
· The main responsibilities of the Medical Examiner

· Identify the _______________
· Establish the ________ and ________ of death

· Determine the ________ of death

· Classify the ______________ of death (Natural, Accidental, Suicide, Homicide, Undetermined)
· Notify the next of ________
