Chemical Reactions Notes





Name _________________________
Chem 332 – O’Dette






Date _______________ Period ____

Chemical Equation
Symbols/States of Matter

Balanced Equations
· An equation must have the ______________ number of atoms on each side of the equation.

· Equations are balanced by using _______________________
3 O2
Steps for Balancing Equations

1. Write the equation using the correct formula
2. Determine if the equation is balanced
· Keep polyatomics together if they are on both sides of the equation
3. Balance one element/polyatomic at a time using COEFFICIENTS
· Balance O and H last
4. Check to see if balanced

Example: Write the balanced equation and states of matter for the reaction of 

magnesium + silver nitrate to yield magnesium nitrate + silver

Ex:  Write the balanced equation and the states of matter for the reaction of oxygen and aluminum to yield solid aluminum oxide.

Common Mistakes:

