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Bertillon Measurement Activity
Forensics 352 – O’Dette
Background information

Before fingerprinting and DNA data banks existed as a means of identifying an individual, Alphonse Bertillon, a police department file clerk in Paris, developed a complex method of measuring and categorizing individuals during the second half of the 19th century.  Also known as Bertillonage, this system collected numerous body measurements and categorized various facial features of a person. The thought being that no one individual would have the same combination of body measurements as another or at least the possibility would be negligible.  In addition to photographs of each individual, a set of complex anthropometric measurements and feature classifications were collected on a card, which was catalogued to serve as a unique identity card for that person.  

Directions
Part 1

1. Working with a partner, take each other’s measurements and complete your own anthropometry sheet.  Do NOT put your name on the anthropometry sheet. 
2. Pick out a piece of paper from the box/bag and fill out the “Unique I.D.” on your anthropometry sheet with the number on the paper taken from the box/bag.  This is now your secret unique I.D.  Give the paper with your unique I.D. to Mrs. O’Dette.
3. Now write your name and your secret unique I.D. on the paper labeled Bertillon Measurement Activity.
4. Turn in your completed Anthropometric Measurement sheet with your unique I.D. written on it.
Part 2

5. You will now be placed in groups of 3.  Choose one person in your group to be measured.  Your task is now to find the unique I.D. number of the person you chose to measure.

6. All of the Anthropometric Measurements and unique I.D.’s of the class are posted on the white board.

7. Your group of 3 must write on a separate sheet of paper approximately one page summary of the Bertillon Measurement system trying to answer the following questions.

a. What is the Bertillon System of Measurement?
b. Is the Bertillon System of Measurement effective?  Why or why not?

c. Were there significant differences between the two sets of measurements?  If so, why?  If not, why?
d. Name two factors that could cause error in the measurements taken.

e. Would you consider this the best method of human classification?  Support your answer with at least two reasons.
Anthropometric Measurement

Forensics 352 – O’Dette
Bertillon Measurements
· measurements must be made in centimeters (1 inch = 2.54 cm)
Body Height: __________             

Head Length: __________        

Head Width: __________ 


Trunk Height: __________

Outer Arm Stretch: __________ 

Right Ear Length: __________

Right Ear Width: __________ 


Middle Left Finger:  __________

Little Left Finger: __________ 

Left Forearm: __________

Left Foot: __________


Unique ID ________________
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